Korsman Conservancy Newsletter August 2014
Dear Members,
It has been an action-packed few months for the Conservancy. Here is a recap of some of the
highlights and other snippets of news.
Ekurhuleni and Environmental
Chris Mthombeni of the Environmental department
visited the Conservancy just before the end of May. He
will be exploring options for us for reed control. At frst
there was a possibility he could use the Watermaster
(that successfully removed water hyacinth from Benoni
lakes) although it now looks as if removal will be
restricted to spraying with environmentally safe
herbicide. We await the fnal plan.
Chris also has ideas for increasing the biodiversity of the
Sanctuary by reintroducing small mammals such as
Scrub Hare. Although he's a busy man we hope to keep
him pinned down until the reeds are under control – ie,
forever!
EMM Environmental Forum
Ekurhuleni invited us to take part in a new ward-based
environmental forum. The issues to be addressed are
wider than just Korsman, but will hopefully beneft us in
the long run. Cathi Marques represents us.
Water level
The water has not yet been pumped. Erwat, who maintains and controls the pumping station,
was due to send a diver down into the sump to block the line allowing the stuck inlet valve to
be repaired. Ekurhuleni HOD Water promised this in a meeting in July. It didn't take place and
has been escalated within Erwat. I am still following up for feedback.
Good news is that the new sewerage pumps have fnally been installed, so we can anticipate
fewer breakdowns and spills.
Veld Fire
Resident Thinus Crous who has been clearing
the area on the eastern side of the Sanctuary,
approached the Committee to do a controlled
veld fre. This was in line with the GDARD
report to manage moribund veld, so the burn
went ahead in July. We met with the Fire Dept
who agreed to provide backup and they used
it as a frefghter drill.
A large area has been cleared of matted
kikuyu, and with the increased open area, a
family of four Swainson's Spurfowl is now
regularly seen near the rocks at Victoria Ave.
Litter Pick-up
Our 'famous' litter pick-up on 10 August was well attended and gave the Conservancy plenty
of exposure after the discovery of the human skeleton – we made the Benoni City Times two
weeks in a row. I trust this means there will forever be an excellent turnout of people hoping

to be the next one to fnd some bones amongst the trash. David Featherston, a long-time
friend of Korsman, wrote that he always wondered about the possibility of fnding a skeleton
while picking up litter. Well, David, there is no reason to believe this is the only one....
A photo album is available on the Facebook page, viewable to all:
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?
set=a.595892777190203.1073741855.100003084570344&type=1&l=d8ec898463

Planned event: Kids Nature Walk, October
Nature trail inside the Conservancy, suitable for school-age children. This will be a membersonly event. Date planned for frst or second weekend of October. Get your kids kitted up with
sturdy shoes, binoculars and magnifying glasses, and let's see what interesting things we can
fnd hidden in the grass.
Awareness of risks of rodenticide
I was informed of a dead Spotted Eagle owl in an unoccupied property on the Drive. The
young adult owl appeared to have died from secondary poisoning after eating a rat. It was a
sad blow after local residents had been excited to see an owl sitting on roofs at dusk.
The adjacent property is occupied but a perfect habitat for rats with an overgrown creeper
and discarded junk in an alley. Persuade your neighbours that the best way to eliminate rats is
to clean up; to remove food sources outside such as pet food and fallen fruit; and block all
holes into the house. Rats can be caught by old-fashioned 'snap traps' baited with sweetened
peanut butter and oats. And the absolute best way to eliminate rodents? Encourage owls.
“Rodenticides are designed to kill. Treat any statement that products can be "safely" used
with caution.” (Barn Owl Trust, United Kingdom)

Recent Sightings
The sighting of the Lesser Black-backed Gull in early June created huge awareness for
Korsman, with people coming from as far as Cape Town to see it. Other specials seen
recently are Black Crake and Hamerkop. This is the upside of the high water; great views of
birds close to the fence.
Hamerkop spotted and snapped by
Werner van Goethem – who I hope
will conduct a CWAC waterbird
count at Korsman soon.

Below: Black-headed Heron as
you've never seen before, and an
African Purple Swamphen, both
brilliantly captured by Eugene
Liebenberg.

