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Avian Botulism strikes down our birds

A tragic event is the outbreak of avian botulism
at Korsman, affecting mostly Sacred ibis. Over
100 birds have died. It is caused by toxin-
producing bacteria in wetland soils. The toxin
gets concentrated in the invertebrates in the
soil and affects the birds that eat them. An
outbreak can be triggered by high
temperatures, such as we experienced from the
end of January to the middle of March. We
desperately hope that the outbreak will fade
with the onset of winter.

We found some dead birds and fish in April but only realised the cause when we found live
but paralysed birds. One bird went to the State Vet for testing but their contracted laboratory
did not have the facilities to test for botulism. There is no remedy. The only management
strategy is to collect carcasses so that they do not release spores and toxins into the water,
and so that fly maggots can't develop. They also concentrate the toxin and three or four can

kill a bird that eats them.

We conduct canoe trips every second day to
the centre patch of reeds, where Sacred ibis
are presently nesting and where there have
been the most dead birds.

We sent several live affected birds to the SA Wildlife
Rehabilitation Centre and have managed to save
some ourselves. The first aid remedy is to feed
activated charcoal which binds the toxin in their gut.

This juvenile Sacred ibis recovered with home
treatment and is going back to Korsman.




The second most affected

species is Egyptian goose. This
bird made a full recovery, with
the care of Natalie Morris.

Although Sacred

common birds, they are beautiful and it
has been a privilege caring for them.
Photo: Jackie du Plessis

ibis are abundantly

True Crime Reporting

1. The Great Escape

27 March 2024: Westdene residents and different
security companies from far and wide converged at
Korsman in a drama-filled morning: a knife-wielding
robber swimming out into the Pan to avoid being
captured. The assailant had stolen a domestic helper's
cellphone and was pursued down to Korsman, where he
climbed the fence and swam out into the water.

I rushed around to Kilfenora with pairs of waders as I was
sure those fearless security providers would be raring to
get out onto the water and nab the criminal. Strangely,
they were so reluctant that in the end only one member of
the CPF accompanied three of us intrepid Conservancy
volunteers in the canoes.

And the robber? Evidently a good swimimer, he was long
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Shyur, Bradley and I with Zahid of the CPF
(second from right) scanning for the
crook on the water




2. Assassination is bugging us

An assassin is a killer who lies in wait and
strikes the unsuspecting victim. On plants
in the Sanctuary, it's no different. Assassin
bugs lurk in the vegetation and ZAP! take
out their prey of innocent insects to suck
them dry.

This assassin bug (RAhynocoris tristis) has
captured a Marsh Acraea butterily.

However the male of this species knows that
childcare is the way to a woman's heart. He

| stands guard over the female's eggs, and this
makes him attractive to other females who trust
him to take care of their eggs too. This bug is
guarding four different clutches of eggs.

But is he trustworthy? The male has failed to
notice another criminal sneak in under his nose:
a tiny parasitic wasp (arrowed) has hijacked an
- | egg capsule and is laying its own egg inside.

| When the young hatches it will feed on the
developing bug.

The plot thickens further. The bug cannot leave the eggs, so how does he feed? By
snacking on the eggs! He will eat eggs on the outside of the clutch and so adds
infanticide to his list of crimes.

NEWS FLASHES
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Together with Jens Heise, we discovered the|Children from the Kristo Nkosi Catholic
bird hide is wheelchair accessible, with|Church in Kwa-thema, Springs, came to
assistance to navigate the pathway and move | Korsman for a combination educational visit
the benches inside the hide. and litter pickup on 25 May.




Work Parties

Our dedicated volunteers worked this autumn to
get Korsman sparkling clean for winter.

Carp control season roundup

The carp netting season ended with a massive total of 2007 carp removed between
September and May, by seine and gill netting. The estimated carp density has reduced from
an average of 433 fish per hectare in 2022, to 193 this season. We will have to reduce this by
at least 50% again next season, to start reversing the ecological damage the carp have
caused, of poor water quality and destroying submerged aquatic vegetation.
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Certificate of Recognition

is hereby granted to

Korsman Conservancy

for receiving a Geo for Good 2023 Impact Award for your project entry
‘Korsman Conservancy Aquatic Food Web Restructuring Programme’
to the Geo for Good Impact Awards program
g.colearth/impact-awards
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Rebecca Moore
Director, Google Earth Qutreach

Google Earth Outreach

have been using Google Earth to map our

netting areas and calculate our progress.
Korsman Conservancy has been recognised
with a Geo for Good Impact Award, an
honorary award celebrating users and
organizations creating real-world impact
using Google's mapping tools.

Knowing how old our carp are
size is important for plannlng _
parts of the fish develop annual
similar to tree rings, such as the ope
bones which cover the gills.

With the age data gathered so far on our
carp, we are now removing smaller
specimens than at first as they are already
of breeding age.

An ambitious biocontrol deep water bird
perch, designed to attract the fish-eating
birds, was an instant hit with cormorants and
darters. The perch is placed opposite no 24
The Drive where netting is impossible. It has a
sturdy but non-permanent base created by
stacking scrap tyres underwater, stabilised
with metal stakes. Liam and Luke helped
erect the perch.

The fish in Korsman are older
than expected for their size.
This 4kg monster netted in
April could be 16-20 years old.




Louis Swart's jewel-like
juvenile Malachite picture
means breeding has been
successful at Korsman

Last of the brazen criminals... Cathy Price
captured this male Giant kingfisher which
nabbed a koi from a nearby fishpond and
brought his stolen goods to Korsman to eat.




